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Attendance Impact  
A small minority of pupils have an attendance rate of around 90%. Most parents and pupils think that 
this is pretty good. 
What does an attendance rate of 90% look like? 
If you have a 90% attendance record, it means that you are absent from lessons for the equivalent 
of one half-day every week. 
 

 
 

A 90% attendance rate means that you have missed the equivalent of four whole weeks of lessons in the 
school year. 
 

 
 

If your attendance rate is at 90% throughout KS3 and KS4 (5 years) you have missed the equivalent of  
 

 
about one half of a school year. 
1 in 5 pupils miss 19 days a year- these pupils will drop at least ONE GCSE GRADE 
1-4 GCSE grades can increase your wages by 17% 
5 or more GCSE A- C grades can increase your wages by 41% 
If you improve your attendance by 1% you could see a 5- 6% improvement in your attainment 
  
Employees with no qualifications earn an average of just £7.44 per hour. 
Those with only GCSE’s earn £9.02 per hour. 
People with A-levels earn an average of £10.27 per hour. 
Students who graduate from university with a degree earn an average of £15.01 
   
Do you still think that 90% is good enough? 
Is your attendance at 90% or above? 
Do you think that lateness to tutor time and lessons doesn’t matter? Think again…. 
  

Lateness = Lost Learning*(Figures below are calculated over a school year) 

https://i0.wp.com/www.castlemanor.suffolk.sch.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/ATT-1WK.jpg
https://i2.wp.com/www.castlemanor.suffolk.sch.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Att-1-Yr.jpg
https://i2.wp.com/www.castlemanor.suffolk.sch.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Attendance-5-yrs.jpg


St John’s Catholic Comprehensive – Attendance Factsheet  Page 2 of 3 

 

5 minutes late each day 3 days lost! 

10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost! 

15 minutes late each day 10 days lost! 

20 minutes late each day 13 days lost! 

30 minutes late each day 19 days lost! 

 

As few as 17 missed days over the school year reduces your chances of success. Your GCSE results could 
drop by one grade across all subjects! There has been lots of research that proves a direct link between 
academic achievement and your likely success in your studies. These studies show that your attendance 
is likely to affect your GCSE outcomes in the following way: 

 95% Attendance = Very good chance of achieving the government benchmark of 5 or more A*-C 
Grades 

 94% Attendance = Good chance of achieving the government benchmark of 5 or more A*-C Grades 
 93% Attendance = Fair chance of achieving the government benchmark of 5 or more A*-C Grades 
 90% Attendance = Less than 50% chance of achieving the government benchmark of 5 or more A*-C 

Grades 
 88% Attendance = Less than 35% chance of achieving the government benchmark of 5 or more A*-C 

Grades 
 Under 88% Attendance = Less than 30% chance of achieving the government benchmark of 5 or 

more A*-C Grades 
 

As you can see the better your attendance at St John’s, the higher your chance of success at GCSE. The 
same is also true of other qualifications, such as A-Levels and BTECs.  

The table below shows the approximate days absence in an academic year for a given rate of 
attendance. 

Attendance Approximate Days missed in Academic Year 

100% 0 

95% 10 

90% 20 

85% 30 

80% 40 
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The graph below shows the correlation found by a study into the effect of attendance on GCSE 
outcomes. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE DO ALL YOU CAN TO ENSURE YOUR ATTENDANCE IS AS HIGH AS POSSIBLE 
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