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1. WRITTEN ACTIVITY: read the article below and answer the following questions…

a) What is a meritocracy? 
b) Does this article suggest we live in a meritocracy? 
c) Why is it important that ‘poor’ students go to university?

______________________________________________________________________________________

14th August 2017
As few as one in 20 born in poorest areas go to university. 
[image: University is much more worthwhile if you're a woman – but that's ...]Only one in 20 pupils, in some of the country's poorest postcodes, progress to higher education, according to new analysis by Teach First. 
The charity has called for the government to improve entry rates by writing off student debt to get better teachers into challenging schools. It has also called on universities to start offering university access programmes at primary level. According to Teach First's research, on average only one in five young people born in the country’s poorest postcodes progress to university compared to half of those born in the wealthiest postcodes doing so. However, the gap is even more stark between some areas. Big differences For example, in some parts of Derbyshire, as few as one in twenty students go to university, while in parts of Buckinghamshire it is more than 80 per cent. This means that those born in some of the richest areas are up to 18 times more likely to attend university than those in some of the poorest areas. 
Teach First also found big differences between the choices made by disadvantaged young people when it came to university compared to their more privileged peers. A ComRes poll of 18-25 year olds found that 41 per cent of the most advantaged students said they chose their university because it was the best for what they wanted to study, compared to only 31 per cent of the least advantaged. Similarly, the reputation of a university was important to 53 per cent of the most advantaged students, but it only was for 46 per cent of the most disadvantaged. Disadvantaged students are also more likely to choose an institution close to where they live, with 29 per cent saying they chose their university on this basis, compared to 24 per cent of the most advantaged. Five of the most disadvantaged pupils who did not go to university, only 12 per cent said this was because their grades weren't good enough. 'More must be done' to ensure students were able to make more informed choices when it came to university, Teach First said there should be a trained careers middle leader in every school to develop and lead a careers strategy. It suggested this could be paid for out of money councils and academies are required to set aside for the apprenticeship levy. 
Teach First says the government should offer student loan forgiveness to attract the best possible graduates into teaching, where they can help young people from deprived communities achieve their potential. It suggests 20 per cent of student debt could be cleared for those working for two years, increasing to 50 per cent for those who remain in certain geographic or subject areas for five years. The charity also says that universities' access work is coming too late, with programmes frequently aimed at pupils aged 16-18 "by which point much of the effects of disadvantage have already played out". Instead, it argues that access work should start at primary school to give pupils "the best possible opportunity to make informed and supported decisions about their futures at an earlier age". 
Brett Wigdortz, Teach First's chief executive and founder, said "there are still far too few disadvantaged pupils getting to university". "They’re simply not given the same chance to reach their full potential, with less access to brilliant teaching and less guidance on how they can turn their aspirations into reality. " He added: “More must be done by the government, universities and society as a whole to break down the barriers to social mobility that are preventing too many of our young people reaching as far as their potential allows”. 
_________________________________________________________________________



2. RESEARCH TASK

Your research task will be to research the History of Education in the UK.

1. Your research can be presented as a powerpoint, a prezi, a video documentary (made by you) or a structured written report (using headings and sub-headings) or any other format (once checked with the named teacher below).

2. The focus of the research will be the following questions:

 a. When did schools start in the UK?
 b. Were there any differences in who used to receive schooling?
 c. What are the oldest and newest subjects?
 d. How have the methods of dealing with behaviour changed over time?
 e. What are some of the major changes that have taken place in UK education in the 20th and 21st centuries?
 f. Your personal view on, and answer to this question – ‘What is the role and purpose of education?’

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Challenge – an extra optional activity to get you thinking sociologically! 
Sociology is everywhere so you’ll be able to see aspects of it in all forms of media. Try searching for the following titles and make notes on any videos you watch, try to keep it relevant to the topics taught in Sociology such as family, education, religion, crime and deviance, stratification (social divisions within society)
· School Swap documentary
· Stacey Dooley documentaries (BBC Iplayer/Youtube) 
· Black Mirror (Netflix) 
· Louis Theroux documentaries 
· Dispatches documentaries (40D) 
· Panorama documentaries (BBC Iplayer)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3. AQA website details… make sure you look at the SPECIFICATION and at the past papers, mark schemes and examiner’s reports so you can get an idea of what the exams are like! It’s never too early to do this!
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192
_________________________________________________________________________
4. Other useful links…
A-level Sociology Links
S-Cool http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology     Excellent for revision. Lots of essay-style questions to practice and chapter summaries which are helpful for recapping.
Sociology Revise www.sociology.org.uk/drevise.htm     Another great revision site that provides lots of helpful resources for students, such as revision cards, maps and diagrams.
Rachael’s Sociology www.rachelsociology.synthasite.com    A home-made site, but still contains a lot of useful resources (mostly in Word format). Concentrates mainly on crime and education.
Sociology.org www.sociology.org.uk     A site that provides a very useful collection of links, which are helpfully organised by topic. 
Sociology Online www.sociologyonline.co.uk    A site that is less formal and contains lots of facts, quizzes and crosswords to aid sociology revision
Get Revising	 http://getrevising.co.uk/    Although not sociological-specific, and it takes a minute to subscribe, this site is really good if you want to create your own revision resources, eg. cards, timetables.
5. Sociology teacher contact: Ms Hayden (Subject Leader)  shayden@stj.kent.sch.uk
Please submit work to Ms Hayden at email address above. 
Please also feel free to ask any general questions about studying sociology or ask for any help relating to the work itself.
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