
Prayer & Reflection 

Week beginning: Monday 1st December

Homelessness = Welcome, 
Catholic Social Teaching = Option for the Poor

Season of Advent – Week 1





Matthew 25: 35-40





THE CHRISTMAS 
SHOEBOX 

APPEAL 2025

Spread the joy of Christmas to children who would otherwise not receive any 
gifts, by donating NEW or UNUSED gifts.

Each form group can 
choose one of the 

following age ranges 
OR

fill a shoe box with any of 
the suggested gifts  and 
the school council will 

make it age appropriate
All Items must be NEW or UNUSED

C

0-3 3-5 5-9 9-12

13-16 years

Toiletries Books

Puzzles Toys

Clothes Stationery Teddy Bears

Make Up



Reflection Task

• Turn to P33 in your student 
diary.

• Which theme (s) do you think 
links to the Shoebox Appeal to 
help the Salvation Army?



Inspired by Christ calls us to 
participate in our school 
community to help support the 
poor and vulnerable.

Please help to support the 
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal.



REFLECTION
Please think about the homeless during Advent and your preparations for Christmas.
Please pray for the homeless, and if you can donate to one of the charities which help the 
homeless in the UK.





inspirati a christo

Go Forth Today and

Be Inspired by Christ

St John the Evangelist, pray for us. Amen



Sunday Gospel = First Sunday of Advent



THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of 
the Son of Man.
In those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark.
They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away.
So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.
Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two women 
will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.
Therefore, stay awake!
For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.
Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into.
So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man 
will come.”

Reader = the Gospel of the Lord.
RESPONSE = Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



Explanation of this week’s Gospel reading

In this gospel reading Jesus warns that His coming will be sudden, like the days of Noah. People 
will be taken unexpectedly, so stay awake and be ready at all times. The First Sunday of Advent 
starts a new season of hope and preparation. Advent is a time for watching, waiting, and 
preparing for Christ
In this gospel, there are THREE key messages:
1. Staying Awake for Christ: Advent reminds us to stay watchful and ready. Jesus urges us to be 
aware and prepared, not caught off guard by his coming.
2. Turning from Distractions: The Gospel warns of the dangers of letting daily life distract us 
from Christ’s arrival. Advent is a call to put aside what pulls us from God and make room for 
Him.
3. Beginning Again with Faith: Advent opens a new church year and invites us to refresh our 
faith. We are called to enter the season with hearts open to grow closer to God.

REFLECTION TASK 

Think about pressing a reset button in your life today.
Use the power of prayer to develop your faith and trust in Jesus.



WORD OF THE WEEK



St John the Apostle and Evangelist, 
pray for us. Amen

inspirati a christo

Go Forth Today and

Be Inspired by Christ



St John’s School Prayer

God our Father,                                                        
You have revealed to us, Your Word through St. John the beloved disciple.
We thank you LORD for our school community. 
You have formed our diversity into one family that is Inspired by Christ.
At St. John’s School, we seek to journey together, 

Help us today to achieve our mission of Excellence and Service to Others.
We ask you LORD to increase our knowledge and understanding today.
May we become the people you have called us to be.
Keep us growing every day in kindness and in respect for one another.
We ask for your guidance so that we may do our best, and embrace all 
opportunities that you grant us today.

St. John the Apostle & Evangelist, Pray for us.
Amen

inspirati a christo

Go Forth Today and

Be Inspired by 

Christ


