Year 10 Newsletter
Issue 14: Monday July 20th 2020
@Y10 Team E-Mail Addresses
If you have any non-subject specific questions while the school
is closed, then please e-mail a member of the Y10 team:

•

Ms Rooke: hrooke@stj.kent.sch.uk

•

Mr Murray: mmurray@stj.kent.sch.uk

•

Mr Self: tself@stj.kent.sch.uk

Dear Year 10,
So, sadly for the final time, I begin as always by hoping that this newsletter finds you
and your families remaining safe and well.
I will ‘cut to the chase’ and state how much every member of the 2019/2020 Year 10
team has enjoyed working with you. You will always be a ‘special’ cohort given how
the unprecedented school closure has impacted on your education at such a critical
time. I had a lot of faith in you before the closure; however, based on both homelearning and your time back at school recently; the maturity you have displayed only
serves to compound my faith.
The ‘lockdown’ has been a difficult time for everyone in our community and I know
that as a result some of you have not had the opportunity, for a variety of reasons, to
keep up with your studies as well as you probably would have done if school had not
been forced to close. What has already happened, we have no control over; however,
we do have control on what happens now and in the future.
As I have said all along since before the public health emergency forced schools to
close, “everything will be OK” for you in terms of your schooling and I still remain as
optimistic as ever that it will be. You go to a great school full of dedicated, innovative
teachers and support staff and my optimism is fueled by a 100% belief that you all
couldn't be in a better place; although, for the last time I will remind you that ultimately, despite the support from school and of course at home too, it is YOU who
make that success happen. You don’t get what you want or what you need without
putting that effort in yourself.
Of course I don’t want to appear too ‘melodramatic’ as we’re all going to still see each
other as and when you're being supported by your new Year 11 pastoral team (see
message below from Miss Munns) and of course, Mr Atkinson as Head of Key Stage 4,
will continue looking out for you (and even more so) on the final leg of your journey
towards the end of the compulsory part of your education.
Have a restful break over the holidays and I look forward to seeing you in September;
you’re going to be great role models for my incoming Year 10s.
Good luck and take care, St John’s
‘Class of 2021’ !

Mr Murray
Head of Year 10
Prayer for
Community

God our Maker
We praise you for
the gift of community.
Thank you for the
communities in
which we work
and live. Thank
you for the community that is your
Body, the Church.
Fill us with Your
Spirit today so
that, as one, we
reflect your light
and love to each
other and to the
world.
In Christ we pray,
Amen

Are you one of our Year 10 Stars?
What will you START, STOP, CONTINUE
doing in Y11?

Looking forward to Year 11—Miss Munns
Dear Year 10,
I hope that you and your families are safe and well.
Mr Murray has kindly given me the opportunity to introduce
myself as your new Head of Year as you progress into Year 11.
On the few occasions that I have supervised students in the
Sports Hall since your return to school, I have been nothing
less than impressed with the way you have conducted yourselves throughout. It is clear that you are focused and have a
desire to do well, despite the challenging situation we find
ourselves in.
Miss Thomson (Deputy Head of Year), Mrs Murray (Pastoral
Manager) and I look forward to working with you and supporting you through what will be a very different, yet exciting
and rewarding year ahead. Please ensure you have a restful
summer break and return in
September with the same exceptional A2L that I have observed in recent weeks.
Take care and keep safe,
Miss Munns.
Virtual Trip—We’ve ‘virtually’ been all over planet Earth’s lands and
seas over the past 14 weeks; we’ve orbited
it on the ISS and visited its moon. I think it’s
time for a bit of a break. If you like rides
like Mr Ambrose does, then you must visit
Orlando, Florida. It doesn’t matter what
age you are when you get there if you’re fit
to ride, it’s fantastic!!. Enjoy looking
around Mr Murray’s favourite park: Universal Studios; where he met
one of his heroes, Homer Simpson!

Recognition
Recognition—Mr Murray
It’s a wee bit disappointing not to able to have a ‘Rewards Assembly’ for you as, being such a great cohort, there are lots of people who deserve praise and recognition
from their both their teachers and peers. Unlike in the KS3 year groups, who included ‘shout outs’ in their weekly newsletters, I chose to individually praise each and
every Y10 student (by email or postcard) when teachers informed me about how
well they were doing with their home learning, or during online lessons or lessons
back in school. Feedback from students and parents suggests that this feedback was
well-received and it’s something we’ll try to continue to do in Y10 as things
‘normalize’.
The tables below celebrate good comments received and outstanding attendance and punctuality. Ordinarily, we would
have more recognition categories and therefore more of you would be recognised. If your name doesn’t feature, that
doesn’t necessarily mean that you’ve not had a good Y10 or ‘Lockdown’ period and not tried your best. Sometimes at
school and in the world beyond school, most of the time personal efforts are not formally recognised. Being able to accept
this ‘fact of life’ but still be satisfied that we have done our best and ‘a good job’, is an important part of the resilience we
need to build in order to realise our potential in life. Conversely, you may not see your name below as it may be that you
know that you haven’t quite done your best. That’s OK too! This is perhaps the first step in acknowledging that if you want
the recognition and the rewards that come with it, you have to be doing your best. The set of qualifications and grades
that you finish your compulsory education with in just over a year, will be your true reward and recognition for the effort
that you put in from this point forward.
Y10—2020/21 (Whole Year)
Most Good Comments Received

Y10—Lockdown Period
Most Good Comments Received
Top 20 Students

These Y10 students have enjoyed the excellent (if not 100%) attendance AND have
very rarely (if ever) been late for school at
08:40 or between lessons.

Pos

Name

Total

Pos

Name

GC

Anthea Laguda

Martha Musungo

1

Syle D'Souza

128

1

Syle D'Souza

97

Arthur Jackson

Michael Threlfall

2

Darjana Askelovic

113

2

Sonia Sidhu

73

Darjana Askelovic

Omid Rizai

2

Emilia Gustaite

113
102

Oluwalayomi Lanihun

62

Rhodric Rockson

Raya Raynova

3

Dylan Belford

4

101

Angel Nwafor

51

Sian Birring

Manreet Jagpal

4

Eliza Magalska

5

5

Charlotte Bennett

51

6

Orian Willcock

95

7

Charlotte Bennett

93

8

Angel Nwafor

91

9

Arinola Adesigbin

90

10

Hritvik Sachdeva

87

6

Manreet Jagpal

50

7

Julia Nguyen

48

8

Emilia Gustaite

46

9

Arinola Adesigbin

45

10

Darjana Askelovic

45

10

Karen Odd

87

11

Ashlame Abimiku

44

10

Mary-Jane Amad

87

12

Princell Quagraine

44

13

43

14

Hritvik Sachdeva
Charlotte Dos Santos
Chabi

10

Reggie Owen

87

14

86

14

Ashlame Abimiku
Charlotte Dos Santos
Chabi

86

15

Mary-Jane Amad

40

15

Louisa Bennett

85

16

Raya Raynova

37

16

Amelia Ferguson

84

17

Amelia Ferguson

32

16

Sonia Sidhu

84

18

Angel Anny

32

17

Matilda Olatunji

83

19

Rubi-Halz De Lobel

31

17

Millie Barrow

83

20

Sian Biring

31

Congratulations to everyone above; not
least Syle D’Sousa who tops the list. Sadly,
I sometimes sense that not all of Y10 value
GCs ; which is a bit of a shame as they are,
for me, the best indicator we have as to how
we are ‘living’ the school values; which as
you know I think is a good route to success.

40

Congratulations to everyone above; who
have all clearly worked really hard with their
studies during the ‘lockdown’. Special mentions for Syle once again and indeed everyone
highlighted for whom the evidence suggests
they have particularly thrived at homelearning and are well set for Year 11.

Harry Peach

Syle D’Souza

James Long

Thomas Briggs

Jasmine Bungar

Towanda Gibbons

Jennifer Osiberu

Charley Kingsland

Julia Nguyen

Megan Atkiinson

Kamil Pejski

Millie Barrow

Karen Odd

Jack Murrell

Kemuel Buer

Orian Wilcock

Louisa Bennett

Amy Swift

Maksymilian Sobolewski

Reggie Owen

Manreet Jagpal

Anna Ainscow

Well done to everyone above. Maximising your
learning time by attending school every day and
arriving for school and lessons on time is the first
step YOU can take towards success. We all get
poorly from time to time and circumstances
outside of our control can make us late. A number of the year group did attend school every day
but do not feature here because they were frequently late to school and lessons. Being late not
only disrupts your learning but the learning of
others; so definitely not Service to Others
Congratulations once again to everyone
listed above. I will liaise with Miss Munns
and Mr O’Shea to arrange a suitable reward ‘pizza lunch’ or something similar for
you as soon as it’s safe to do so next year.

End of Year 10 Reflections — START, STOP, CONTINUE
Inspired by Christ—Mr Murray
As newsletter ‘editor’, Mrs Green has often asked me “ What’s the theme
this week?” This gets me thinking, about how we can align our Y10 pastoral
messages to the school’s three core values. Personally, I really like the concept of organisational ‘Values’ and I firmly believe that we ‘live’ ours at St
John’s; hence the success we enjoy.

Hi 10SG (& Year 10!),
• I will STOP putting off jobs that I don't like doing and get
the worst job out of the way first! (This will hopefully get
my marking done quicker)
• I will START reading more during term time (I tend to only
read during the school holidays and I have enjoyed doing this more during lockdown)
• I will CONTINUE to enjoy cake (you can't not
enjoy cake!)
Have a great summer, stay safe and see you
soon as Year 11s!
Miss Gosling

Hi Year 10
• I will STOP allowing myself to be distracted when I need to focus
• I will START to make more effective use of
my planner to be more proactive and organised.
• I will CONTINUE to set aside time every
day to do mindfulness meditation to help
my mental health.
I hope that you are all safe and well and I look forward to
seeing you in September, ready to take on your GCSEs. All
the best of luck for Year 11 and if you ever need anything,
my door is always open.
Mr Howes-Watson

Dear Year 10,
It has been an absolute pleasure working with you this year.
I wish you all the best for Year 11 – I know you are going to
be amazing. As this school year comes to a close, here are
my reflections:
• I will STOP using my phone while I am eating and pay
more attention to those who I am dining with.
• I will START reading for pleasure more regularly, rather
than just reading the books I am teaching!
• I will CONTINUE to give my time willingly
to those who need it – students, staff, family
and friends.
Take care, Miss Gardiner

For this final edition; I’d wanted to focus on ‘Inspired by Christ’ which for
me, drawing on my own Catholic upbringing and the reverence it encourages, makes the ‘Inspired by Christ’ value the hardest to ‘live’ up to. Notwithstanding a fondness of ‘Values’ statements, this one makes me immediately feel uncomfortable: “I’m not worthy” and all that. However, like with
many things, I’ve found perspective in music and American rock band
R.E.M.’s 1996 song “New Test Leper” which draws parallels with the participants of reality TV shows like ‘Jerry Springer’ and ‘Jeremy Kyle’ with those,
like the lepers, who were described as being persecuted in the Gospels.
The song reflects on Jesus’ message in a less divine, more human perspective, which for me is easier to relate to. As the lyrics suggest, Jesus did
certainly make some very powerful observations, which I agree with wholeheartedly; related to love, forgiveness, tolerance and so on. Furthermore,
Jesus powerfully put these observations into great context/perspective
through his use of parables. Divinity aside; I admire Jesus’ faith in God (and
therefore ‘himself’ in a divine sense) and his ability/resolve to move on
towards his destiny, which was mostly fulfilled after his death in terms of
the number of people who were inspired in some part by his message; not
just Christians per se. For his message to be so successful, Jesus had to be
an outstanding thinker; and from this perspective, one could look at the 40
days he spent in the desert prior to him starting his ministry as a period of
intense reflection.
And so, ‘Inspired by Christ’, the themes of this
final newsletter are of ‘Moving on’ and
‘Reflection’. My final challenge to you as Year
10 is to reflect on your experience/time in
Y10 and write down:

• One thing that you will STOP doing in Year
11 (e.g. maybe being late to school/class)

• One thing that you will START doing in
Year 11 (e.g. following a revision timetable from September)
• One thing that you will CONTINUE doing in Year 11 (e.g. keeping a good
attendance)
Maybe record these using the notes app on your smartphone if you have
one and check them as you go through the year. If you keep to them, even
if you have to refocus after reading them again, I predict you’ll be doing
well!
Me?

• I will STOP getting distracted by emails during the school day (put first
things first!)

• I will START proactively learning all my Year Group’s names (will get Y10
to test me by Half Term—treats on me if I don’t succeed)

• I will CONTINUE trying to make sure that I understand before making
myself understood (i.e. listen carefully and ask questions)
Reflection is very powerful and even more powerful when done consciously. Try this. What have you got to lose? E-mail me with your pledges, if you
like. Take care.

Dear Year 10,
It’s been a very strange year but I think you’ve shown real maturity in dealing with everything that’s happened; so, well done to
every single one of you for what you’ve achieved. As an English teacher I was really proud of the fantastic amount of effort you
put into your English Literature. As deputy head of year, I am proud of how you’ve matured and developed as young adults, and I
know that all of you have an amazing potential to thrive and succeed next year. Thank you to all of you for your hard work and
determination, and I hope you enjoyed my Korean stories . Next year:
• I will STOP forgetting to check my emails for the entire day and missing important messages.
• I will START by getting to know my new year group so I can help them better.
• I will CONTINUE making sure that I take the time to listen to students and help them wherever possible.
내년에 행운을 빕니다! (Good luck with next year!)

Mr Self

More (hopefully) Interesting Stuff…….
Mr Self’s Korea—Age

Which Career Path? — Mrs Rooke

The other day someone asked me a question - no
doubt a ridiculously basic question to you, but
was one I really had to think about the answer to
and make sure I got correct. They asked me “How
old are you?”. I think I’m 36, but I’m still not entirely sure I’ve counted correctly.
The thing is, in Korea, age is calculated differently – and age is critical in the way you interact and speak with others. So I think I’m 36,
but I might be 37, and I’ll be 38 in Korea while I’m still 36 in the UK…
you see why I found this a tough question?
In Korea, people believe that the foetus is a
living being; as you know, a child spends 9
months developing inside the womb before
being born, and Koreans round this up and
count it as a year. That’s right, you’re a year
old the moment you’re born. You can all
count yourself one year older! And that kind
of makes sense too – the body is definitely
growing for those 9 months and looks like a human for a good
chunk of that time.
However, you don’t
age on your birthday in
Korea; instead, everyone gets 1 year older
on New Year’s Day.
That means that if a
baby were born on the
31st December, it
would be 2 years old
the very next day…!
As I mentioned, age is critical – the way you speak to everyone else
is based on your age, and every sentence needs to be adjusted to
suit the age of the person you’re speaking to. You’d speak in a casual way to those who are the same age or younger, but you need to
use more polite language forms to anyone even a year older than
you, and more polite forms still to those considerably older. Age
determines the hierarchy of the group, with the oldest become defacto ‘leader’ and able to decide where you go and how long you go
there for. This means that asking “how old are you?” is inevitably
one of the very first questions you ask when you meet someone
new, so that you can avoid breaking social etiquette and make sure
you address them correctly!

Wellbeing—Miss Thomson
While this may not feel like a "normal" summer holiday, we must all
try to adjust and see this break the same as before the pandemic.
For my mindset I must take on a new physical challenge just as I
would do for any long break that we have. This summer my brother
has challenged me to climb Scafell Pike in England’s Lake District .
Last year we climbed Ben Nevis in Scotland; or should I say he
dragged me up!
Over the summer I challenge you to do something different! No
matter how big or small that may be, keep setting goals and working hard to achieve them.
I have really enjoyed my
first year at St John's both
teaching with the PE department and leading
10HT.
I’m really excited to be
working with you again
next year as your Deputy
Head of Year 11 alongside
Miss Munns

So, I wish you all the best for Y11 and I look forward to supporting you on your journey to achieving your goals.

While this may work for some people,
now more than ever people are waking up to the fact that making a lot of
money and working crazy hours for it
does not equate to being happy in life.
Ask yourself:
1. What do I want?
2. What makes me happy?
3. What does success look like to me?
The biggest mistake most people make when they choose a career path is
that they tend to just focus on making money. Very seldom do people actually take the time to think about the lifestyle they want to live.
I am not just talking about your comfort level and stuff you can buy with
money, but about how you spend your time each day. Many people assume
that when they choose a career path, that they automatically have to succumb to the 9 to 5 Monday through Friday regimen.
There are many creative ways to develop your career that compliments your
lifestyle. It all comes down to what you want. If you are not a morning person
look into opportunities that allow you to work in the afternoon or evenings.
So spend some time thinking about what you want your day to day life to
look like first.
Try the below test based on your personality to see what industry might be
something you could consider…
https://365tests.com/job-tests/career-assessment-test/

Music to Discover—Mr Murray
‘The World Won’t Listen’ by The Smiths
I agree with Mr Barron that the
music that you listen to between
ages 13 and 16 stays with you for
the rest of your life. I was about 13
when I first became aware of The
Smiths playing on ‘Top of the
Pops’; the biggest music programme on TV at the time . I wasn’t immediately impressed and a
group of girls who liked them at
school were teased a bit because
their music was described as
’depressive’ by the popular media.
However, by the time I was 15 a
Smiths song called ’Panic’ changed
my mind; I didn’t care what anyone said, it was just a tune I liked.
When ‘Panic’ then featured on a compilation LP called ‘The World
Won’t Listen’ for a low price of £3.99, I literally saved up my £1 a day
bus and dinner money and one Thursday night I walked home via the
record shop where I bought a copy. At first I liked ‘Panic’ and ‘Ask’
but I wasn’t immediately sure about the other 12 tracks. However,
not owning many records at the time, I persevered and soon I
learned that those ’depressive’ lyrics were really quite clever and
funny and the sadness and melancholy in the jangly-guitar music was
so different. Like many young people do, I felt different to what was
going on around me and this ‘different’ music made sense and me
happy. My favourite track was and still is, “There is a Light That Never Goes Out” then “Bigmouth Strikes Again” and “Shoplifters of the
World Unite” was a delight. Sadly though, The Smiths split up less
than a year after I’d discovered them, so I sadly never saw them live.
However, I’ve never stopped being a fan and regularly listen to their
music. If you like this album, also try the earlier compilation ‘Hatful of
Hollow ‘ and well, I think if you get this far, you ‘ll be a fan too . I
once saw Smiths guitarist, Johnny Marr, at London’s Euston Station
and I couldn’t not stop and thank him for his music. They say you
shouldn’t meet your heroes but Johnny was an absolute gentleman.
Very special. I still get goose pimples at the thought. Enjoy!

